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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To assbciatively retrieve an image 
when a user has only a vague request by selecting a desired image 
from sub-images, making the selected image a new image and 
updating the sub images according to the main image. 
SOLUTION: An image that is shown as an initial main image is set to 
a main image displaying part 107 and also, images that are shown as 
an initial sub image are set to a sub image displaying part 108. The 
image set to the part 107 is shown in a main imago display area 111 
and also, the images set to the part 108' are shown in a subimage 
display area 1 12, a desired image is selected from sub images in the 
area 112 and the selected sub image is made a new main image in _ 
the area 111. The sub-images are updated according to the new 
main image. Thus, it is possible to search for a favorite image among 
images that are not anticipated by a user. 
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